
A motivated child is likely to: 
•  Choose tasks that are challenging. 
•  Begin tasks straight away. 
•  Show effort and concentration. 
•  Have a positive attitude towards school and learning. 
•  Use coping strategies when things get tough. 
•  Stick with tasks. 

An child who is not motivated is likely to: 
•  Choose work that is inappropriately easy. 
•  Need lots of reminding to get started. 
•  Put in minimal effort. 
•  Have a negative attitude towards school and learning. 
•  Give up quickly when things are tough. 
•  Leave tasks unfinished. 
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Making weekly spelling/times 
table tests more engaging  

Mix it up a little by giving your students permission to turn a 
dull activity into a fun activity.  
•  Use whiteboard markers to write on table tops. 
•  Stick paper underneath tables and students can write 

upside down. 
•  Use chalk outside. 
•  Shaving foam writing. 
 

Crime Scene Writing  Make up a mock crime scene in your classroom, using 
stripey tape.Tip a few chairs over, add a teddy, place some 
odd shaped footprints. You can modify for younger 
students by saying you are about to enter the 3 bears house 
near where Goldilocks lives. Give students a small notebook 
to take detail of evidence. Allow your students to take 
photographs as a forensic officer. 
This is a great visual to initiate discussions. Students can use 
this to: 
•  Write a narrative 
•  Predict an ending 
•  Write a description 
•  Talk about what you think the crime was. 
•  Write a recount for a newspaper. 
•  Make an iMovie of the incident and interview peers. 

Paper Snowball fights 
 

Scrunch up work and throw at each other until the teacher 
says stop or rings the bell. It’s a fun way to randomise 
partners and work. You can use it as a guessing game of 
describing an object or person. 
 

Teaching Multiplication 
 

Teacher or student calls out a random multiplication sum 
6x6 and students make a human array. A great way to warm 
up for math session when the weather is good and students 
need to wake up a bit.  
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Spaghetti & Meatball spelling Change up your high frequency word or spelling practise by 
having students build these words in a very different way. 
You need: 
-  Wool or string cut into lengths 
-  Brown paper cut into meatballs 
-  Tongs 
-  Bowl 
Ways to use: 
-  High frequency words 
-  Spelling lists  
-  Student choice words (students write their own words on 

the meatballs. 

Editable Dice Games These can be used across subject areas and topics. Either 
make your own dice out of paper or pick up some pocket 
dice and create your own content to meet the needs of your 
students. Add more or less dice to differentiate. 
Possibilities: 
-  Letter or sound practise 
-  Rhyming pairs 
-  Addition or Subtraction 
-  Multiplication facts 
-  Story telling  
-  Questioning (who/what/when/where/why/how) 

Fishing games 
 

All you need is a stick, some string and a magnet to create 
some interactive games! 
Possibilities: 
-  Letters and sounds 
-  High frequency words 
-  Maths facts 
-  Grouping students together (everyone ’fishes’ out their 

grouping) 
-  Random questions for review 

BINGO 
 

Once a student knows how to play a game, we don’t have 
to teach it to them again. This is a really powerful way to 
practise skills in a fun way – just change out your content, 
rather than having to start from scratch with a brand new 
game. Bingo is awesome for this! (You can even make blank 
boards, laminated them and write on them with whiteboard 
markers when you need to change the content!) 
Possibilities: 
-  Letters and sounds 
-  Number recognition (numerals or names) 
-  Plurals, adjectives, verbs, etc 
-  Blends 
-  Maths facts 
-  Integrated Studies topics/facts 
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Use your class’ interests When you find it difficult to engage a particular group of 
students, or they’re finding it hard to learn a topic, try and 
find their interests and use that to make the topic 
interesting to them. These alphabet/sound games were 
made to engage a group of boys who weren’t too 
interested in learning the alphabet but loved Batman and 
The Avengers and in turn loved playing this game that 
helped them to practise their letters and sounds. 
Possibilities: 
-  Books 
-  Movies 
-  TV Shows 
-  Video Games 

Sight Word Splat Use household items that make practising topics fun. This 
Sight Word Splat game came from MakeTakeTeach.com but 
you can create your own with your own topics and some 
adhesive velcro! 
Possibilities: 
-  Letters and Sounds 
-  High frequency words 
-  Vocabulary words 
-  Maths Facts 
-  Topic Questions 
-  Short fluency sentences 

NOTES: 
 
•  Think creatively about the tools you have access to.  
•  Do you have a board game that you can add your own questions to? (Such as Bingo or 

Candy Land) 
•  Can you use interesting implements to make the game/topic more interesting? (Such as 

using tongs, fly swatters, clipboards, torches, etc) 
•  Do you need students to record things on paper? Can they record digitally? Can they use 

mini whiteboards? Does it need to be permanent? 
•  Is your activity something that can be used multiple times with minimal modification? Is it 

time effective for YOU? 
•  Will you make it available for students to use in their own time? 
•  What are you class’ interests? What grabs their attention? 
•  What technology do you have access to? Can you use it to modify or extend a task? 
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